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Referral to Hematology
• A 62 yr old patient presented with swollen neck lymph 

glands. It was initially thought this was an infection but 
after two rounds of antibiotics, the lymph nodes have 
not resolved. Patient is asymptomatic other than 
enlarged nodes. US neck showed 4cm node in the left 
posterior cervical chain. Radiologist thinks this is 
lymphoma. What should we do next?



Referral to Hematology
• 45 year old women, AZ COVID vaccine 13 days ago
• Presents to ER with severe headache

• How do I know if this is VITT (vaccine induced 
thrombotic thrombocytopenia)?



Additional bloodwork
• WBC 7.8, hemoglobin 127, platelet count 17 x 109/L
• D-Dimer 27000 (N <230)
• INR 1.2
• PTT 36 sec (normal)
• Fibrinogen 1.1 (N 2-4.7 g/L)



https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/vaccine-induced-
immune-thrombotic-thrombocytopenia-vitt-following-adenovirus-
vector-covid-19-vaccination-interim-guidance-for-healthcare-
professionals-in-the-outpatient-setting/



Question for Hematology

• What to do with decreased beta globulins or 
decreased alpha-1 or alpha-2 on SPEP?



Question for hematology
• Why do SPEPs sometimes get reported as IgG, IgA 

and IgM levels, and what do we do with that when 
one is low?





Question for hematology
• When there is a small Monoclonal Ig concentration 

e.g. 3 in this report, with normal FLC ratio, what 
value, specifically are we following on repeat as per 
the algorithm? 







Thrombosis case









High and low platelets









Thank you

rzarychanski@cancercare.mb.ca


































